
 
 

 2017 Project Support II – Panel Results and Comments 

 Beachwood Historical Society 

 
  

 

Your Project Title: Nature Struck in the Beachwood Park 

Your Project Summary: People are invited to celebrate, learn about nature, create memories and enjoy 

the Beachwood Park.  The Beachwood Historical Society will accomplish this through the various Cultural 

and Artisitic Activities that will be presented each month in this Park. 

Final Score: Somewhat. Overall, the panel found that the applicant provided some evidence throughout 

the application that the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $4000 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

     

Shin Yu Pai      
(Seattle, WA) 

Ernest Disney-Britton 
(Indianapolis, IN) 

Al Jacobsen 
(Pittsburgh, PA) 

Leah Bowe                
(St. Paul, MN) 

Giuseppe Taurino 
(Houston, TX) 

 

Below you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the question: 

With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s three 

funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin    Roshi Ahmadian 
manager – project support  associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org     rahmadian@cacgrants.org 

 216-515-8303 x101   216-515-8303 x109  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2017%20PS%20II%20Panel%20Guide%20for%20Web%20with%20Panelists.pdf
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Score: Somewhat 

Comment: While I like the general idea of Beachwood Historical Society's project, Nature Struck in the 

Beachwood Park, as a means of bringing the history and public meaning of Beachwood Park to the people 

of Cuyahoga County, I have some reservations about the use of Native America to do it. I find the 

assertions about Native people within the grant application extremely general and/or not contextualized, 

and this worries me - Cleveland was one of the cities picked by the US government for Relocation during 

the 40s/50s, and I know it's still a pretty diverse place in terms of Native cultures, but I'm not really sensing 

that in this application. The atlatl throwing and the flint knapping are really neat things to teach, but are 

germane to the entire planet (there's nothing specific to Cuyahoga county here). I think the exploration 

of the botany and geography of the region is the aspect of this application most pertinent to the CAC's 

funding criteria and, given that the applicant is a local historical society within a park, probably the most 

successful points. 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: Somewhat - This application could meet the funding criteria, but I struggled with obtaining a 

clear understanding of how it all fit together. It does have artistic and cultural vibrancy with its focus on 

nature and art. It also has some organizational capacity, and the plan in place to bring an invested coalition 

of people together, although the application could benefit from a more clear description of how those 

key people will work together. Overall, the narrative rambles and has too many disconnected parts such 

as their answer to Q3 about how they will work with their targeted community to carry out the project, 

they answered with "We will invite Cuyahoga County residents to reach our goal." What does that mean? 

I also suggest they set a more clear goal which I think will help make their next application more focused. 

They list several options for their "one project goal" and the first is so vague that it contributes to the lack 

of focus for the rest of the application. I made one more assumption in scoring this application. There is 

no direct statement that says that this project "Nature and Art in the Beechwood Park" is related to the 

"Celebrate the Park" support materials, but it seems to be implied. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, this application meets the funding criteria. There is much knowledge of the community, 

specifically Beachwood Park, evidenced in this proposal. The Society has developed many relationships 

for its various events and all are open to the public. The engagement of professionals and the inspirational 

message of getting people to the park demonstrates vibrancy. While the goal of energizing residents is 

not itself measurable, the Society's use of social media, evaluations, attendance tracking, and public 

sharing of feedback demonstrates a willingness for improvement. Make sure that any project budget has 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 2 

Panelist 3 
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equal expenses and income or a surplus. You can use general operating income to help cover project 

expenses. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes - This public-park based event has a clear and developed workplan and a clear sense of the 

audience for its programming. The application reflects cultural vibrancy in focusing on Native American 

culture, archaeology, and nature. I do feel that working with an advisory group of native individuals and 

experts would have strengthened this application in terms of a cultural partnership as it is unclear as to 

whether native american artists or experts will be represented as presenters in this program, which leads 

to questions of cultural appropriation. 

 

 

Score: No 

Comment: No, this application does not meet the funding criteria. The community identified by the 

applicant (Cuyahoga residents, multi generations) is very general, and the manner in which they plan to 

work with that community is never articulated. The project narrative indicates that the applicant is well 

intentioned, and seeks to provide wide-ranging activities to benefit the public, but it's difficult to discern 

the specifics of the project the applicant is actually seeking support for. For example, the Project Summary 

mentions inviting people to celebrate, learn about nature, create memories and enjoy the Beachwood 

Park; the narrative states the project is a celebration of the muses of Nature and Art in the Beachwood 

Park; and the project's goal is to energize residents of Cuyahoga County to be immersed into nature, 

artistic activities while they learn Indian Culture. The narrative and goal would have benefitted from 

specificity. Without a specific project objective, setting measurable goals is extremely difficult. Without 

measurable goals, it's difficult to make a case for how the public will benefit. Along these lines, the support 

materials might have helped clarify the project's intent and impact, but the brochure and videos do not 

offer additional depth. (The website listing was also incorrect.) Lastly, while I understand using earned 

revenue as a projected match for the CAC funds, it would have been nice to see some committed support 

beyond in-kind services. 

 

 

Panelist 4 

Panelist 5 


